
Students in Mrs. Leous' 5th-grade class learned a lesson on finding the "small
moment" or "seed moment". Picture a watermelon that represents the big
idea, and the seed represents the small moment. Students had to focus on a
small moment in their life to write about, focusing on key features of writing
a good personal narrative. Many lessons were spent going through these
topics to create the final product. Pictures of each student holding a QR code
for their narrative writing piece were made. The kids loved it and are very
proud of the bulletin board that is on display in the hallway in Emmet
Belknap for all to see and read their stories.

Student Leah Fetteroff wrote her story about a fun experience she had on
vacation this summer. "Have you ever caught a crab? I have. I was in the
Outer Banks with my cousins when one day my dad asked us if we wanted to
catch crabs. We all screamed with excitement!" Scan Leah's QR code or click
on the link to read the rest of her small-moment story.
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"I am most thankful for my family because they care for me and they give me stuff
on my birthday and Christmas." - Sam Drabinski, George Southard, Grade 4

 
"I'm thankful for my Spider-Man toy because I play with it and it used to be my brother's." - Bennett

Marsillo, Charles Upson, Grade 1
 

"I am thankful for my family!" - Evelyn Bancroft, Anna
Merritt, Kindergarten

 
"I am thankful for food." -Caleb Bary, LHS, Grade 10

 
"I am thankful for my brother Aidan because he is kind to me" 

Adalyn Roman, Roy B Kelley, Kindergarten
 

"I am thankful for a roof over my head"- Jack Keleher, LHS, Grade 10 
 

"I am thankful for my 3 beautiful children!" - Jaime Burke, LHS, Secretary Main
Office

 
"I'm thankful for God, family, friends, long weekends, and the Buffalo Bills!" - Bill Bisher, LHS,

Secretary of Tech Services
 

"Not every day is guaranteed! I am thankful for each day". - Jadiel Johnson, LHS,

Grade 11

It's a tradition more than 20 years long that Mrs. Brusino, band
teacher at AMJHS, has helped hold. Mrs. Brusino said, “when we
first started, it used to be band members would play Marches of
the Armed Forces to recognize all the branches of the military in
the front foyer of the school. Teachers and students would line the
halls to honor all the veterans.”

Since then first responders and veterans have been invited to
participate in a ceremony unique to AMJHS. Both band and
chorus members now contribute to the ceremony, preparing for
over two months on pieces that are already not easy for Junior
High students to play. Of course, they can handle it. More than
half of the band members are trying out for All County and two
students already made the Junior High Area All-State Band!
Eventually, the pièce de résistance was added, a flag folding
ceremony with the Niagara Falls Honor Guard from the Air Force
branch of the military. 

Thank you to veterans for protecting our country and our
students at LCSD!

GRATITUDE

QUESTIONS...
mr. bonnewell

WHAT ARE YOU
GRATEFUL FOR?

Tanner knows what it's like to be a kindergartener waiting at the
front doors of the school for the bell to ring. His mom says just a
few years ago Tanner felt the same way leaving his parents
behind for the school day. It must be why Tanner knows exactly
how to calm each of those kindergarteners and maybe even
some parents too! 

Last month we introduced a story to you about the parent of a
Roy B. Kelley kindergartener who praised the safety patrol
officers at the school. This month, let us introduce you to Tanner
who is in charge of the kindergarten door (along with his buddy,
Tommy). Every morning at drop off and pick up the two stand
post eager to high-five and hype up the littlest ones into the
school. Tanner was recently interviewed by Channel 7's morning
show where they tell this heartwarming story. 

Lion Bytes

November is a time to be thankful. Too often, we think gratitude is reserved for the big
moments in life. This edition of Lion Bytes hopefully helps you to discover gratefulness in
small moments. A friendly safety patrol member or a simple story from a fifth grader that

makes us smile. I’m thankful to be a lion today and every day!
 

student profile: 

DISTRICT NEWSLETTER FROM INTERIM 
SUPERINTENDENT MR. BONNEWELL

TANNER RAY

This year, Roy B. Kelley hosted their first Fall
Season of Girls on the Run. Girls on the Run
is directed at 3rd and 4th-grade girls and
focuses on self-empowerment, physical
health, and being a positive community
member to successfully navigate life. The
girls worked towards a 5K event at Delaware
Park in Buffalo. 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLSgratitude for our

FINDING THE SMALL MOMENTS At emmet belknap

The Kindness Club led George Southard 
 with "Socktober" for the month of October.
Kindness club students made posters and
announcements. George Southard was
able to collect and donate 250 pairs of
socks to Lockport Cares Homeless Shelter,
which was used to help the needy before
the cold winter months!

November is celebrated as a month-long
appreciation of Lockport's men and women in
blue. Niagara County Sheriffs and Lockport City
Police read to classes at Charles Upson Elementary
and answered questions about their jobs.
Everything from donuts (“Do you actually like
them?”) to speeding tickets (“How many people
really speed?”) was covered in the Q&A portion of
the visit. Thank you to Lockport's Blue!

Each year over 4,000 aluminum pull tabs are
collected and given to Niagara Metals, a local
recycling partner. In return, money is donated to
the Ronald McDonald House of WNY- a
temporary home away from home for families
seeking medical treatment at nearby hospitals.
The Anna Merritt Elementary School Kindness
Club will be collecting pull tabs as a way to show
kindness during national gratitude month. Tabs
will be collected through February 2023. 

TALENTED YOUTH FIND THEIR OWN WAY TO 

at aaron mossell junior high school 

Charles upson

Anna Merritt

November 2022

WATCH THE STORY!

starting with 

at lockport high school

READ MORE

give thanks to Veterans

 
WATCH THE CEREMONY TO
SEE HOW TALENTED OUR

AMJHS BAND AND CHORUS
MEMBERS ARE!

The Sources of Strength Club at LHS conducted a social
science experiment in an attempt to spread sincere
positivity. On Wednesday, November 16, the club
celebrated Wellness Wednesday since the Sunday prior
was World Kindness Day.

 
Students & staff were seen wearing small happy face
stickers and trying to be more outgoing in the hallways.
By giving high fives, hand-shakes, making eye contact,
and genuinely smiling they spread positivity. "We all have
stuff going on that others don't know about. I found that
giving high fives actually helped me feel better," Lucas
Pynn, a junior and member of the SOS club said.

Mrs. Halloran, club monitor and English teacher at LHS
said this was all done in stealth mode, and "the ultimate
hope was for the movement to get picked up and carried
forward by others who saw it in action. Sometimes we
seem to have the biggest impact when we operate
under the radar."

LHS's 2022 Fall Play was a mouthful
to say but a crowd-pleaser
nonetheless. "Puffs: One Act Edition,
Or 7 Increasingly Eventful Years at a
Certain School of Magic and Magic"
is a tale about the Puffs, a group of
well-meaning, loyal outsiders who
live in the shadow of the other more
well-known certain boy wizard and
his friends. Their hilariously heartfelt
and epic journey takes the classic
story to new places and reimagines
what a wizard hero can be.
Congratulations on an amazing
show!

ROY B KELLEY

GEORGE SOUTHARD

Gratitude is an action that allows us to
show thankfulness. Gratitude allows us
to savor, enjoy, or really pay attention to
good things that happen around us. It is
gratitude that brings us the most joy. 

At the start of each Board of Education
meeting, a school in the district is
chosen to present letters of gratitude to
those they feel are inspirational lions
within the school. Teachers write letters
about students and students write
letters about teachers. Each month, a
different school presents LCSD's mission
statement at the Board of Education
meeting. Board President Leslie Tobin
says it's a great way to start the board
meetings every month, "Not only does it
give the Board of Education a chance to
see the special bonds that are created in
our schools, but it reminds us why we are
all here. We are nothing without our
students and staff." The goal is to give
credit and attention to students who
inspire staff to teach or work AND to staff
who inspire students to learn and grow. 

This small act has gained momentum
across the district. This quarter the 10th
graders at Lockport High School West
took part in their own school project in
which students wrote letters of
appreciation to their teachers. Check out
the amazing letter Johan wrote to his
teacher, Mrs. Glaubitz.

This is gratitude. This is #LionPride.

SPREADING SIMPLE JOY with a popular boy-wizard
7 YEARS 

Lions Varsity swimmers Madison Fragale, Leah
Gaskill, Natalie Killion, Maddie Martino, and
Maddie Rosenberg competed in the state meet
on November 19 & 20. Natalie Killion placed 2nd
in the 200 Free and 3rd in the 100 back. The relay
team qualified for the 200 Medley Relay - the
first time in over 16 years and placed 20th!
Congratulations!  #LionProud #LionStrong

Athletic News

The Boys Cross Country Team captured the NFL
Championship for the 35th time in program history!
The Lions were anchored by the efforts of Aidan
Moran (4th), Andrew O’Dell (5th), and Shawn Reed
(6th). Each runner finished sub-18 minutes, setting
new Personal Records in the process. Devon Wilson
and Aklilu Weidel stepped up to finish 15th and 16th
to cap the scoring for Lockport, also setting personal
best times. Jerome Powley fought hard through the
race and finished strong. Lockport finished the
season 16-0 in the NFL. Tanner Gurnett was injured
and unable to complete. Congratulations Lions!

In an effort to create opportunities for students and
families, LCSD opened The Family Empowerment
Center (FEC). The FEC, a school-community “living

room”, is available to Lockport families as a space for
information sharing, learning, and communication
with the goal of leveraging school and community

strengths to empower families and community
members to support student growth and

achievement.
 

Where? Housed on the 1st floor of the Cornerstone
Arena, 1 Grigg Lewis Street, Lockport, NY

When? Most M-F 9am-8pm and Saturday mornings.
Check hours online at www.lockportschools.org/fec.

 

now open!Family Empowerment center
Workshop Title: EPIC - Triple P Dealing with Disobedience

Wednesday, November 30, 2022 6:00 PM - 8:30 pm
 

Workshop Title: Healthy Lifestyles for Teens
Wednesday, December 7, 2022 5 pm - 6:3o pm

Upcoming free workshops:

giving thanks
at john pound early childhood center

During the September Board of Education Meeting,
Charles Upson staff members recognized students, and

a student recognized a CU staff member for being an
“inspirational lion”! 

The children at the John Pound Early
Childhood Center have been learning
about turkeys and Thanksgiving
traditions that their families celebrate. In
this picture, the children are wearing
turkey headbands with facts about turkeys.

During the month of December, we'll be sharing
LCSD staff's Christmas, Hanukkah & Kwanza holiday

recipes on our social media! Watch for this during
the month of December on Facebook & Twitter.

coming up
on Lockport city school district Social media

Staff Holiday Recipes
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